
Doris,  
 
It was a real pleasure to meet you and help you find your birth father, Mack Sprem alias Tom  J. Railes. To 
see the way Gordie and Sue Black welcomed you was heartwarming. April is a wonderful person - you are 
blessed to have such a loving granddaughter.  
 
Much of Mack/Tom’s life remains a mystery. He seems to have been a real character, but Gordies’ fond 
memories of him as a loving and caring father show his true character. That loving and caring seems to run 
deep in the Sprem genes. The bit of ‘gypsy’ is a Sprem trait as well.   
 
A few weeks ago, I realized that we were so caught up in the thrill of finding you and connecting you with 
your half brother and his family that I did not pursue the few ‘non-Sprem’ matches that may lead to the 
identity of your birth mother. After speaking with April, I decided to see what I could do.  
 
This was a real challenge because I had absolutely no clues to your birth mother’s name or age. I assumed she 
would be in Kansas, but even that was not guaranteed with Mack’s known wanderings.  So, once again, I 
turned to DNA. I know your first question will be “how do you know?”, just as it was the Mack, so I will try 
to take you along part of my journey.  
 
First, I looked at your DNA test matches for people who do not share a Sprem cousin. So many Sprem 
family members have tested and are known to me, that this was relatively easy. I looked for matches that did 
not match me, my sisters, or other known Sprem matches.  
 
My first stop was Family Tree DNA. Unfortunately, you did not have any close matches and the few more 
distant matches did not point to a possible connection.  
 
Next stop was GEDMatch. GEDMatch is not a testing company, but a website where people can put their 
DNA test results and find matches with people who have tested at multiple companies. Your very TOP 
match was to a man named Aaron Roberts. This was a name I had never heard of. Aaron’s test ID revealed 
that he had tested at Ancestry.  GEDMatch users include an email address, so I quickly dropped him an 
email.  
 
On June 23rd, 2019 I sent Aaron this email:  
 

“You share 860 cMs with my cousin, Doris Poole. Her GEDmatch kit # is XT123456.  
 
This means you may be first cousins. Do you have any connection to the Dodge City or Henderson 
KS area? Do you have any Sprems in your close family? Doris is the daughter of Mack Sprem, who 
was also known as Tom  J. Railes.” 
 
I followed this email with a search of Facebook and found Aaron. He was kind enough to reply to 
me. After several phone conversations and some emails, we were able to piece together a possible 
connection. I then went looking for more matches to help narrow down the relationship 
probabilities.  
 
Of the top five matches you and Aaron share, I was able to identify two who had family tree 
information. This information lead me to the Valent family.  Aaron’s Great Grandmother was Sue 
Lou Valent. She married John D. Roberts.  
 
The first of these matches was rbghtsor1. This match descends from Tea Emily Valent, Sue ’s sister. You 
share 50.2 cMs with her.  



 
 
Jaligyy7 (Judy) descends from William Asa Valent, Sue’s brother. You share 106.8 cMs with Judy. She is the 
granddaughter of Fourney Allison Valent.  
 
With the help of a mathematical tool I use in my research, we determined that Aaron is very likely your first 
cousin. I researched Aaron’s family and more conversations took place. 
 
Aaron had two aunts of childbearing age when you were born: Ruth and Dolly.  
 
At this point I was preparing to explain to you that your mother may have been either Ruth or Dolly. Aaron 
contacted some family members and relayed a family story. Ruth Roberts had a baby who was given up for 
adoption. 
 
We believe Ruth Roberts may be your birth mother. I say may be because we cannot be 100% sure unless we 
find a descendent of either Ruth or Dolly to test.  
 
I know you must have a million questions. I have put together a little information from my research to try to 
give you some information.  
 
Mack and Lucille, his wife, were having a difficult time in 1934-1935, around the time you were born. They 
lived  with Lucille’s parents for a time in Dodge City, Kansas on Kavanaugh street. Even though he was very 
young, Gordie remembers the house.  
 
The Roberts’s lived in the family home at 313 Church street. This had been Sue  Valent’s home. Church 
street and Kavanaugh street intersect.  
 

 
 
 

At the time you were born, Mack was 41. Ruth was 18. 
 
 
I have pieced together a little about Ruth:  
 



Ruth was born in 1917 to Henry and Florence R. Roberts. She was the second child and first-born daughter. 
Two sisters and two more brothers would follow. The children were: Henry Roberts, Jr; Ruth; Dolly; Evelyn; 
Frank and Levi. 
 
In April of 1940 Ruth was living with her parents and working as a bookkeeper at the Henderson Lumber 
Company. Her father was the assistant manager.  By October of 1940 she married Presley Beans.  
 
Presley was born in 1918 and lived with his parents in Halo, Kansas in April 1940.  When he registered for 
the draft in October of 1940, he was working for Tom's Oil in Henderson and was married to Ruth.  
 
I have some information on Ruth’s ancestors if you want it. 
 
Aaron’s family wishes you well. I could not have done this without his help. His family is hesitant to make 
contact but wish you peace and closure on this question. They feel they have little to add to what we already 
know. If Aaron’s family passes on more information I will pass it to you and April. If they decide they would 
like to talk to you, or meet you, I would like your permission to give them your contact information.  
 
I’ve attached your genetic family tree. This ends our search, but not our friendship. I hope to meet you, April 
and your newly discovered family in person.  
 
 
  
 
Sincerely,  
Cindy Barber 
 
 


